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The Healthcare Laundry 
Accreditation Council 

A non-profit organization formed for the purpose of inspecting and accrediting laundries  
processing healthcare textiles for hospitals, nursing homes, and other healthcare facilities. Its 
mission is to publish the highest standards for processing healthcare textiles and to inspect and  
accredit laundries that meet these high standards.  
 
Many industry associations support the Council and are represented on its Board of Directors.  
 

�  American Reusable Textiles Association (ARTA)  
�  American Society for Healthcare Environmental Services (ASHES) 
�  Association for Linen Management (ALM) 
�  Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology (APIC) 
�  International Association for Healthcare Textile Management (IAHTM) 
�  Textile Rental Services Association (TRSA) 
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When HLAC accredits a laundry, it warrants that the organization has successfully passed an 
inspection of its facility, policies and procedures, training programs, and its relationship with its 
customers. It is their commitment to help improve the healthcare laundry industry by actively 
participating in the process and opening its doors to an independent inspection.  
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The Accreditation Standards for Processing Reusable Textiles for Use in Healthcare  
Facilities cover the complete textile processing cycle, from handling and transporting soiled 
healthcare textiles, to in-plant processing and delivery back to the customer. The Standards also 
cover many basic considerations such as facility layout, personnel training, and customer ser-
vice. Special attention is directed to OSHA-required practices, including Bloodborne Pathogen 
Exposure Control Standards. The Standards can be downloaded from www.hlacnet.org.  
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An HLAC-accredited laundry has proven itself as a premier company to partner with. The 
preparation a laundry must go through is rigorous and extensive. The project involves employ-
ees at all levels of the organization and requires a time commitment to ensure they are ready on 
inspection day. Passing the inspection shows you that the laundry is running at a high level of 
operational efficiency, employees are well trained and productive, and most importantly—you 
and your customers can enjoy a consistent, smooth flow of hygienically clean textiles.   
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The Healthcare Laundry 
Accreditation Council 
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If not, you may want to learn more about HLAC 
and its processes.  
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The HLAC Standards focus on a number of  
aspects of the laundry with the ultimate goal of 
protecting clean textiles from soiled textiles at all 
times during processing. This protection is a vital 
component of the accreditation.  
 
Our inspector carefully watches the entire path 
textiles follow throughout the laundry, from the 
moment they arrive to the moment they are packed 
and placed onto the truck for delivery to you.  
 
And this involves more than just watching convey-
ors and carts. The inspector visually looks from 
the floor to the ceiling and everywhere in between 
to view where and how soiled and clean textiles 
are moving throughout the building to ensure they 
never cross paths.  
 
Written policies and procedures are thoroughly  
reviewed. HLAC Standards require a laundry to 
have written policies and procedures to help en-
sure this “functional separation” is constantly in 
place and practiced every day.  
 
The HLAC Standards have raised the bar to its 
highest level ever in this industry. Those who seek 
accreditation and invest their time and resources to 
achieve this prestigious standing are truly an elite 
group who deserve your business.  
 
Don’t wait, find out if your laundry is HLAC-
accredited today! Visit www.hlacnet.org for a  
nationwide list of accredited laundries. 
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